WEDDING POLICIES

ST. JOHN UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

409 Park Avenue, P. O. Box 156

Bolivar, OH  44612

330-874-2822

     A wedding is one of the most sacred celebrations of the church.  It is a formal way of marking a beginning, a commitment, a change of relationships within a family, and a new family within the human community.  It is a time for festive gathering of family and friends as well as a very personal experience for the bride and groom.  Each marriage should reflect the values and beliefs that the couple share.  The primary purpose of the service is to make marriage a joyful celebration of the presence of God in their lives.

     It is understood that any wedding performed at St. John is to be a Christian wedding service and as such marks the beginning of a Christian marriage and home. 

WHO MAY BE WED AT ST. JOHN?

     Current and former members who wish to be married in their home church or others seeking to be married at St. John will be considered on an individual basis as determined by the pastor.
WHO MAY OFFICIATE?

     The current pastor of St. John shall be either the primary or host celebrant for the wedding.  With the consent of the current pastor, another ordained clergy person may celebrate the ceremony.

SETTING A DATE
     It is imperative that the date be confirmed with the pastor and placed on the church calendar as soon as a wedding date has been selected.  This date takes into consideration the availability of the pastor, church, organist, and other needed persons.  A rehearsal time and date will also need to be scheduled.  Please do not print bulletins or invitations until the date has been confirmed by the church.

PRE-MARITAL COUNSELING
     Pre-marital sessions with the pastor are required.  These sessions are not only to plan for the ceremony itself, but also to explore the foundations of an enduring marriage.  

CHURCH ATTENDANCE
     Regular church attendance is strongly encouraged..

MUSIC

     Music of many kinds may enhance a wedding with the understanding that the service is, first and foremost, a sacred service of worship.  The organist shall be consulted at least one month prior when making musical selections.  The current church organist should be considered first when choosing an organist, although a guest organist will be welcomed with the approval of the current church organist, or assistant organist.

      Recorded music and/or accompaniment tapes may be used as well.  However, these selections must also be approved by the pastor prior to the wedding.  If this music is to be reproduced over the church sound system, the services of the church sound technician must be used.
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VIDEOS, TAPES, AND PHOTOGRAPHS

     Video and other photography are welcome as long as the sacredness of the service itself is not compromised.  Therefore, it would be appreciated if no flash photography is done during the actual service itself.  This does not include the procession and recession.  The pastor will be more than happy to pose for any photographs before or after the service as requested.  The videographer must be in a fixed position and may not be moving during the service.  It is the responsibility of the couple to inform family and guests of this photo policy.

     The church has a complete sound system, but the system can only be used if one of the church’s sound technicians is engaged for that purpose.

DECORATIONS

     There are many kinds of decorations that may be used to enhance your wedding.  However, it is with the understanding that this is a service of worship and that the decorations used will be tasteful and applicable.  Tacks, nails, and other items which may damage walls, floors, paint, or furnishings will not be permitted.  No furniture can be moved without the approval of the pastor.

     The Altar Committee will change the altar cloths to the appropriate color and arrange for the candelabras to be used at the couple’s request.

     It is requested that no rice or confetti be thrown in the church or on church property. Bird seed may be used outside in lieu of rice.

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS

     Floral arrangements should be made through the florist of your choice.  Time for the delivery of flowers needs to be arranged with the pastor to make sure the church is open.

     An aisle runner may be used; candles, a marriage candle service, bulletins, kneeler, and other options are available for the couple.  These concerns should be addressed with the pastor.

REHEARSAL

     In most cases, a rehearsal will be needed.  This includes key participants involved in the service.  Other friends and relatives who are not taking part may attend the rehearsal if they so desire.  

RECEPTIONS

     Fellowship Hall is available for use as a reception area.  The date and event should also be placed on the kitchen calendar.  It is expected that the church kitchen will be cleaned and left in the same condition as it was before the festivities.  Use of the dishwasher and stoves must be discussed with the pastor before their use.

ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, OTHER DRUGS

     Any form of alcoholic beverage, tobacco products, and other drugs are not permitted at any time.  The couple is expected to inform family and guests of this policy.

MARRIAGE LICENSE

     A marriage license must be obtained from the County Courthouse Recorder Deeds.  The license 
should be brought to the rehearsal by the couple.
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FINANCIAL CONSIDERATIONS

     Fees are established to compensate for use of facility and staff responsibilities.  Costs are listed below:


Non-Members



Members
Pastor

       $250




    Honorarium
Organist
       $100


                            $100

Custodian               $ 75 


                            $  75

Sound Tech            $ 40 

                                        $  40

Social Hall             $125                                                             $125 Deposit
     The church has pew candle holders and a candelabra.  These may be used by request.  The fee is $1.00 per candle.

     If there is damage to the building or equipment as the result of any wedding activity, the couple will be assessed an amount equal to the damages incurred.

    All fees are due at the time of the wedding rehearsal.
APPROVED BY CONSISTORY 3/15/10 – UPDATED 12/12/11
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